
2) Start collecting data
• Share the Traceability Declaration Document with 

your suppliers to start collecting TTP data.
• Type of data required:

Note: If you are buying FFB from a dealer, please work 
together with the dealer to collect the abovementioned 
data.
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Guide to achieving  
Traceability to Plantation 

Estates (>40ha) Smallholders (<40ha)

• Parent company name
• Estate name
• MSPO certificate 

number
• GPS coordinates
• Size of plantation
• Boundary map (if 

available)
• FFB volume (tonnage 

or %)

• Smallholder name
• MPOB license number
• MSPO certificate 

number
• Location of plantation 

(Lot no., mukim & 
daerah/SPOC)

• Size of plantation
• FFB volume (tonnage 

or %)

What is Traceability to Plantation (TTP)?
The ability to follow palm oil fresh fruit bunches (FFB) 
through stages of the supply chain, from production at 
estates and smallholder plantations to the mills, 
refineries, traders and brands.

Knowing where your FFB comes
from is a way to assure your
buyers that your sourcing area is
not linked to deforestation risk.

How to collect and record TTP data?

1) Create awareness – This is a critical step to build trust with your suppliers
• Explain your commitment and market requirements for deforestation free palm oil to 

your suppliers (estates, dealers, smallholders).
• Explain the objective of TTP is to identify deforestation risk in your sourcing area.
• Provide assurance that your suppliers’ data will only be shared in confidence with your 

buyers and will not be used for commercial gains. 

Why is SPOC data 
important for  
smallholder TTP?
Under the MSPO certification 
scheme, independent 
smallholders are grouped 
into Sustainable Palm Oil 
Clusters (SPOCs) with a 
MPOB officer/ dealer/ mill 
as the Group Manager. 
Boundaries are delineated 
based on districts. Hence,  
tracing smallholders based 
on their MSPO certification 
allows you to estimate the 
likely sourcing area. 
Additionally, if there are 
deforestation risk present, it 
will be more effective that 
you discuss this with the 
Group Manager.



Earthworm Foundation Tool for Mills

Reference:
How to obtain GPS coordinates on your smartphone: 
https://www.lifewire.com/latitude-longitude-coordinates-google-maps-1683398
https://www.wikihow.com/Get-GPS-Coordinates-on-Android

How to explain the objective of collecting TTP data?
It is important to explain to your suppliers the importance of collecting TTP data. The following 
scenarios illustrate how TTP will help you respond to buyers’ requirement for a deforestation free 
supply chain.  

Scenario 2: Mapping GPS coordinates allows 
the mill to show buyers that they are not buying 
from estates linked to deforestation. 

Scenario 3: If the mill sources from high risk areas (i.e. near forest reserve), you may be required to 
obtain the estate map to show that deforestation is taking place outside the palm oil estate. 

Scenario 1: Without TTP data, it is difficult to 
show buyers that the mill is not sourcing from 
areas with on-going deforestation. 

Where TTP data is not available, it is common for buyers 
to use a 50km radius buffer to estimate the FFB sourcing 
area of a mill. 

If you source from high risk areas (e.g., Estate 4), you may 
need further evidence to show your buyers that their 
supply chain is not linked to deforestation.  

https://www.lifewire.com/latitude-longitude-coordinates-google-maps-1683398
https://www.wikihow.com/Get-GPS-Coordinates-on-Android
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Traceability Declaration Document – Sample template to collect TTP data

With TTP data collected, you can begin to check if the traceable FFB supplied to you is
coming from areas linked to recent deforestation. However, this is best done together
with your buyer refinery(s) who has access to reliable and accurate satellite monitoring
systems.

Key Considerations:
• The mill’s TTP database needs to be continuously updated – based on fixed periods (monthly/ 

quarterly/ bi-yearly) or whenever there is a new supplier. 

• If you buy FFB directly from estates and smallholders, the FFB volume is derived from actual 
tonnage of FFB from the weighbridge tickets. 
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Important How-to’s:
• Plantation information can be obtained directly from the publicly accessible MSPO Trace Website 

(https://mspotrace.org.my/).

o Homepage > OPMC Certified List > Search plantation name/MSPO Certificate > Download 
digital certificate or audit report (blue and brown icons respectively) 

MSPO 01234

OPMC 01234 CB ABCD Part 3 Sawit ABC Sawit ABC 
Plantation

Sawit ABC 
Plantation

Johor 123456.7 Initial Audit

Parent company name

Estate/plantation name

MPOB Certificate no.

https://mspotrace.org.my/
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Important How-to’s:
• Information on MSPO certified smallholders can be obtained from MSPO Trace Website 

(https://mspotrace.org.my/) by filtering the OPMC Certified List using ‘Part 2’ option.

https://mspotrace.org.my/
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Important How-to’s:
• Alternatively, smallholder information can be obtained directly from the MPOB FFB trading license 

as illustrated below.

Ali bin Abu (01234567891000)

No. 1, JALAN BUNGA BUNGA,
KLUANG, 

86000, 
JOHOR

LOT 123 (1.5678H), MUKIM NIYOR, DAERAH KLUANG, NEGERI JOHOR

(JUMLAH KELUASAN: 1.5678 HEKTAR)

NO. LESEN: 1234597584758

Address and lot no. can be used as alternative 
when GPS coordinates are not available.


